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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to: 1) define the context of community and
tourism activities of the Chinese community in Maengon sub-district, Fang district, Chiangmai
province, Thailand; 2) identify the local residents’ demographic profile, socio-economic status,
attitude toward tourism activities, expectations to tourism activities, and participation in tourism
activities; 3) determine the impacts of tourism activities as perceived by a Chinesc community in
Maengon sub-district, Fang district, Chiangmai province, Thailand; and 4) analyze the effects of
local residents’ demographic profile, socio-economic status, attitude to tourism activities,
expectations to tourism activitics, and participation in tourism activities on perceived tourism
impacts. The study was conducted at the Chinese community in Maengon sub-district, Fang
district, Chiangmai province, Thailand. A total of 163 household heads were the respondents of
this study. Data were gathered through survey questionnaires which passed the content
consistency and reliability test. The reliability values of the questionnaire on attitude toward
tourism activities, expectations in tourism aetivities, participation in tourism activities, and
impacts of tourism were 0.795, 0.876, 0.920, and 0.850, respectively.

Results of the study showed that more than one-half of the respondents were
male. An average age of the respondents was 52 years with an average settlement time span of 40
years. Majority of the respondents were married and uneducated. The average household size
consisted of 4 family members and majority of them engaged in agriculture. Moreover, an
average annuval family income was 87,036 baht. A total of 32 respondents had participated in

tourism activities in their community while 131 of the respondents had not.



(6)

Most of the respondents had positive expectations to tourism activities, and a
positive view on attitude toward tourism activities. The 32 respondents had a high level of the
participation activities.

On the other hand, majority of the respondents had a neutral view on the
economic, social, and cultural impacts of tourism but a positive view on the environmental
impacts.

The relationship between the demographic variables, socio-economic variables
and the impact of tounism activities, it was found that the respondents’ educattonal attainment
had a significant effect on the economic impacts of tourism at a significance level (0.05). Main
occupation had a significant effect on the social impacts of tourism at a significance level (0.05).
An annual houschold income had a significant effect on the environmental impacts of tourism at a
significance level (0.01). However, there was no significant effect on gender, age, marital status,
size of the family, settlement time span and household participation in tourism on the four types
of tourism impacts.

In addition, respondents’ attitude toward tourism activities had a significant
effect on the four types of tourismn impacts at a significance level (0.01), base on economic,
social, cultural and environmental impacts.

The expectations in tourism activities had a significant effect on the economic
and social impacts of tourism at a significance level (0.01). Also, it had a significant effect on
cultural impact of tourisrn at a significance level (0.05).

The relationship between partieipation in tourism activities variables and the
impacts of tourism activities showed that the respondents’ participation had a significant effect on

the economic impact of tourism at a significance level (0.05).
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